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Section 1: The Journey Together Program Proposal 

1) How will the proposed new or enhanced program respond to the community 

needs and desired outcomes identified? 

ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN Ontario Early Years Child and Family 

Centre (OEYCFC) will be an innovative, 2 pronged program, 

inspired by and developed by members of the Algonquin Nation 

Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini.   A child and family centre will be 

established and operated in Maynooth Public School, with 

particular attention to culturally sensitive programming and 

services.   Outreach to Algonquin families with young children 

throughout North Hastings, including in communities like Bird’s 

Creek, Hermon, Bancroft and Coe Hill, is the other important 

component that has been identified by the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini.  These two arms of 

this proposed new program will both celebrate and promote the Algonquin language and culture that have been 

nearly lost as well as support the rebuilding of relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people 

through trust, understanding and respect (The Journey Together: Ontario’s Commitment to Reconciliation with 

Indigenous People).   

 

    Figure 1: Standard of Practice for the Teaching Profession: Leadership in Learning Communities 

 

INÒDEWIZIWIN is the Algonquin word 
for “family”.  The importance of family 
is central in Algonquin culture.  
Members of the Algonquin Nation 
Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini chose 
this name for the proposed Ontario 
Early Years Child and Family Centre. 
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Community of Maynooth 

The small community of Maynooth is located in Hastings Highlands, the most northern of the Hastings County 

member municipalities.  The total population of Hastings Highlands is slightly more than 4,000 (4,075 in 2016); 

Maynooth itself is a hamlet of an estimated 1,000 people.  It is remote: 135 km north of Belleville, the largest 

city with the most services in Hastings County.  There is a general store, a gas station, a post office, the township 

building with a library, a small hotel, a couple of art galleries and a school.  At the present time, there are no 

other services.   No public transportation is available in this area.   

 

 

 

 

Maynooth is also the centre of the Algonquin Nation, as can be seen from the reference map of their ongoing 

tripartite land claim negotiations between the Algonquins of Ontario, the Government of Canada and the 

Province of Ontario.   

 

Figure 2 Main Street, Maynooth, Ontario 
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Child and Family Centre 

The establishment of a child and family centre, with its culturally responsive programming, associated services 

and links to other community organizations, would make a huge difference to children and their families in this 

relatively isolated area.  Even though Maynooth is at the centre of Algonquin Land Claim Settlement Area, there 

are only 5 people in the North Hastings area who identify having knowledge of the Algonquin language 

(Statistics Canada, 2016 Census).  There are no current Algonquin-led child and family programs in North 

Hastings, other than sporadic workshops for kindergarten students delivered by a local Algonquin Elder, and 

there are no family programs offered in Maynooth.  Leaders and members of the Algonquin Nation Kijicho 

Manito Madaouskarini have identified the need for people of their community to be given the opportunity to 

learn the culture and heritage that have been lost.   An Algonquin Ontario Years Child and Family Centre will 

enrich capacities to share traditional culture and values.  Indigenous children and families will have access to 

culturally responsive programming, and parents and caregivers will have access to high quality Indigenous 

services that will support them in their role as their children’s first teachers, enhance their well-being and enrich 

their knowledge about early learning and development.  In particular, both children and parents will learn the 

Algonquin language, history and culture.   

 

Maynooth 

Figure 3 Algonquin Land Claim Settlement Area Map 



4 
 

People need to understand that colonization will be perpetuated until such a time that we can 

identify and remove those things in our world that are keeping us from living as we were 

intended. This includes learning our language from our perspectives and not just learning the 

language as a way to communicate orally with each other. 

Callie Hill, 2015 

In residential schools, children were punished for speaking their own language, and for reconciliation 

to truly occur, resources must support the reclamation of Indigenous languages.  The Government of 

Canada has vowed to preserve Indigenous language and culture, but the need for programs to be 

adequately resourced is critical.  As Lorena Fontaine, Associate Professor in the Department of 

Indigenous Studies at the University of Winnipeg, stated in a recent CBC interview (July 26, 2017), the 

preservation of Indigenous language is critical to Indigenous identity, transmission of cultural values 

and Indigenous philosophy.   

 

                          Figure 4 Ethical standard for the Teaching Profession: Care 
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At the ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC, the focus will be on revitalization of the Algonquin language and 

culture.  The Algonquin language is at present critically endangered: until some teaching and learning occurs, 

there is no point in providing translation services.  Through increased understanding of the Algonquin language, 

the Algonquin Nation will be able to renew their identity, history, cultural practices, understanding, pride and 

spirit.   

This early learning centre in Maynooth could be a true community hub.  The Ministry of Education has defined 

community hubs as “a central access point for a range of needed health and social services, along with cultural, 

recreational, and green spaces to nourish community life” (Community Hubs in Ontario: A Strategic Framework 

and Action Plan).  As stated earlier, there are no social services or health services available in Maynooth.  

Community agencies that provide services to children and families in Bancroft have already stated that services 

could be extended to ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC, including infant development services provided by 

Counselling Services of Belleville and District, HPEPH dental screening and other health services.  The 

Community Development Council of Quinte can also bring their Good Food Box, Good Food Market and Good 

Baby Box programs to Maynooth.  As part of their programming, ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC will have 

a large garden which will literally “nourish community life”.  Children who have no local access to developmental 

surveillance will be able to be assessed, and both the children and their parents can access the supports, tools 

and resources that they need to flourish.   

 

      Figure 5 Ethical Standard for the Teaching Profession: Respect 
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Community Outreach 

The outreach component is a key component of the proposed program since the people of the Algonquin Nation 

are spread out over a large area.  Hastings Highlands covers 975 square kilometres, and has a population density 

of just 4.2.  According to Algonquin Negotiation Representative Stephen Hunter, the Algonquins came to this 

area to hide, and the effects of that are still obvious.  Only with outreach can the community members be drawn 

back into a cultural connection and can the community be shaped by the needs and desires of the Algonquin 

people.   Because of the outreach, the program is expected to serve more than 650 people.  The plan includes 

leasing a van to enable this vital outreach process. 

As Stephen Hunter, Negotiation Representative of the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini, states, 

“the proposed program will support and enrich the capacities of the Algonquin people to share traditional culture 

and values with each other and the broader community. “ 

 

 

    Figure 6 Standard of Practice for the Teaching Profession: Ongoing Professional Learning 
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Staffing 

The staff will play a very important role in both parts of the ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN.  It is proposed that 3 

staff (2.5 FTE) will be hired.  An Algonquin elder will fulfill a half-time coordinator role, linking with Algonquin 

knowledge keepers who have traditional understanding, cultural skills and historical information, as well as 

those who speak Algonquin.  The coordinator will also provide Indigenous leadership of the service design and 

delivery.  A Registered Early Childhood Educator (RECE) will foster greater opportunities for Indigenous children 

to learn about Algonquin culture and language, and encourage participation of non-Indigenous children and 

families, as is the wish of members of the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini.  An Indigenous 

outreach worker will connect with individual Algonquin families as well as provide some of the programming in  

communities including Bird’s Creek, Hermon, Bancroft and Coe Hill to make people there aware of the proud 

Algonquin cultural traditions and heritage, help them re-invigorate their language and practices, and meet with 

both Indigenous and non-Indigenous families.  The RECE and the outreach person will provide strong team 

leadership. 

North Hastings Children’s Services (NHCS) will be a vital partner in ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWI.  NHCS will 

provide administrative support, staffing back-up and other important assistance, collaboration and 

cooperation. 

 

 

Figure 7 Algonquin Treaty Negotiation Representative Stephen Hunter, 
Algonquin Elder Ada Tinney and NHCS Executive Director Jessica Anderson 

with newly constructed birch bark canoe 
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2) How does the new or enhanced program align with broader service system plan(s) 

in your region, and existing government direction and priorities (e.g. Ontario Early 

Years Child and Family Centres, How Does Learning Happen?, Ontario Child Care and 

Family Support Program Service Management and Funding Guideline)? 

The ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC aligns with the broader service system plans in Hastings County and 

with government priorities and directions.  This CMSM is committed to ensuring fair, just, and welcoming 

learning environments for all community members through the creation of opportunities and the removal of 

barriers that address historic and current disadvantages for marginalized families.   In particular, Hastings County 

has a goal to strengthen relationships with Indigenous partners and provide access to culturally relevant child 

and family programs for Algonquin, Metis, and Mohawk children and families.  Staff are currently working in 

partnership with Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini to develop this proposal for a brand new 

Algonquin-led OEYCFC in Maynooth, Ontario, which is the traditional unceded territory of the Algonquin 

Peoples.  This hub will celebrate Algonquin self-determination, emphasize Indigenous pedagogical approaches 

and practices for child development and family support, and rebuild intergenerational cultural continuity that is 

being lost in the area.    

There is a natural link between the pedagogical approaches of How Does learning Happen? (HDLH?) and 
Indigenous approaches to learning.  The centrality of the child, family and community is key in both approaches, 
as are the use of natural materials, planning and creating environments as a “third teacher”, establishing 
positive, responsive adult-child relationships and providing inclusive learning environments and experiences that 
encourage exploration, play and inquiry (HDLH?).   
 

 

Figure 8 Learning and development happens within the context of relationships among 
children, families, educators and their environments.  Source: HDLH? 

ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN will be organized around the four foundations that are important for children to 
grow and flourish: belonging, well-being, engagement and expression (HDLH?).  These ways of being embody 
the perspective of Stephen Hunter: “through Algonquin Inodewiziwin, we will engage people, and they will 
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reconnect with their culture and their families.  The momentum will benefit their health and their well-being.  
The programs and engagements all will make us more willing to celebrate our culture and express ourselves 
more fully.” 

 

Figure 9 The four foundations ensure optimal learning and development.  These 
foundations inform the goals for children and expectations for programs.  Source: HDLH? 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada report called for the development of culturally 

appropriate early childhood education programs, and the Government of Ontario has embraced that 

recommendation.  The First Nations Regional Early Childhood Education and Employment Survey states that 

First Nations families, communities and programs transmit vital cultural knowledge, and that parents and 

communities are the main source of children’s cultural education.  This proposed program will support the 

role of parents as children’s first teachers of traditions and culture, enhance their well-being and enrich their 

knowledge (OEYCFC Planning Guidelines).   

 

Figure 10 Standard of Practice for the Teaching Profession: Commitment to Students and Student Learning 
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Throughout the broader OEYCFC planning process, Hastings County has consulted with the planning committees 

responsible for developing the local Special Needs Strategy and Moving on Mental Health plans.  As these 

regional priorities continue to advance, Hastings County will participate as an invested stakeholder to ensure 

that this OEYCFC plan develops in alignment with the provincial priorities.  The CMSM is committed to ongoing 

and improved communication across integrated fields to ensure that community planning processes focus on 

young children and families, and that continued cross-sectoral sharing of information, data, and successful 

engagement strategies occurs.  

Staff researched the need for expansion of child care in the Maynooth area, as it might fit into the Ontario Child 

Care and Family Support Program Service Management and Funding Guideline.  At this time, the assessment 

suggests that there is no need.  However, the CMSM will continue to assess the community need.   

 

3) How does this program leverage existing services and capital infrastructure?  
 

A strong partnership has developed between the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini, Hastings 

County, North Hastings Children’s Services and the Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board in the 

development of this proposal.  The Hastings Prince Edward District School Board will be applying for a Journey 

Together capital project (Memorandum 2017:B10) for a retrofit and/or an addition to Maynooth Public School 

for the use of the ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC.   

 

 

In addition, North Hastings Children’s Services is collaborating with the Algonquin Nation to provide 

administration responsibilities to the ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC, and to support programs at the hub 

in Maynooth as well as outreach programs in all of the 7 townships of North Hastings.    

Making connections for families is an important service for child and family centres.  North Hastings Children’s 

Services already has connections with community agencies and services, which can be shared.  In addition, the 

services that come to North Hastings Children’s Services could be extended to ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN 

OEYCFC, including infant development services provided by Counselling Services of Belleville and District, HPEPH 

dental screening, and a much-needed and very popular food and nutrition program.   

Figure 11 Maynooth Public School 
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4) Is there any other information you wish to share about the proposed program? 

For a century, the Algonquin people have dispersed and have “hidden”, and the effects and the shame that they 

learned through colonization, residential schools and racism are still obvious.  The healing that they are starting 

to feel as a people will be realized further through this proposed program, and help to set their path towards 

being active, healthy contributing members with an integral place in the fabric of the community.  The programs 

will enable them to come out into the community, “less necessary to hide as they develop a comfort level in the 

wide open”.  Through ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC, the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini 

will build their capacity to nurture young families, revitalize and deliver cultural programming and services, and 

build relationships with the non-Indigenous community at large.   

 

As Algonquin Negotiation Representative Hunter says, “we want to share with everyone.  The colours of the 

medicine wheel represent all people, so this hub would be for the benefit of all.  The Algonquin Nation is 

compassionate, inclusive and sharing, so Journey Together is an opportunity to enrich all children and families.  

This program aligns with the broader goals of the Algonquin Nation and we’ll build friendship, real reconciliation 

and truth with the community.” 

 

 

        Figure 12 Ethical Standard for the Teaching Profession: Trust 
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Section 2: The Journey Together Needs Assessment Community Profile 
 

 
1) Please describe how you engaged and consulted with partners within your 

community in this process, as well as your approach to continued engagement. 
 

Hastings County has engaged and consulted with Indigenous community partners, with the goal of friendship, 

reconciliation and working towards the creation of a new, Indigenous culturally sensitive child and family centre 

in the north part of Hastings County.  The engagement process began with First Nations Metis Inuit (FNMI) 

Planning Working Group which represents organizations serving Indigenous children aged 0 – 6 and their 

families.  Staff encouraged them to gather input on the need for off-reserve culturally sensitive early years 

programs and services; after a facilitated needs assessment with this working group, North Hastings emerged as 

the prominent area of need.    

Meetings were convened with local Algonquin Elder Ada Tinney and Algonquin Negotiation Representative 

Stephen Hunter, and with front-line staff from Metis Nation of Ontario’s Bancroft office.  These partners used a 

set of discussion questions in sharing circles and informal conversations with 128 Indigenous families directly.  

Their knowledge and input have informed the planning process. 

Elder and Community Planner Ada Tinney led additional community engagement activities that included: 

 2 community meetings to share information about The Journey Together and gather feedback from 
families 

 3 meetings with various Elders and decision makers from the Anishinaabe Baptiste Community 
Organization 

 2 drumming and storytelling workshops with Kindergarten classes 

 Individual meetings with families and 8 grandparents 
 
Since March 2017, a Journey Together organizing committee has met regularly.  Members include:  

 Hastings County Children’s Services 
 Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini 
 North Hastings Children’s Services, and  
 Hastings Prince Edward District School Board.   

 
The Journey Together committee will continue to meet and engage with knowledge keepers, elders, parents and 
families throughout the project.  The outreach work that is part of this project will also include the development 
of a database of members of the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini, in order to keep in touch, 
promote cultural learning and continue to assess community needs. 
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2) Who lives in and/or accesses early years programs and services in this region 
(please support with demographic data if available)? What are the available child 
care and family programs and services?  What are the gaps/needs affecting 
Indigenous children and families? 
 
Who lives in the region 

 In North Hastings, there were 665 children aged 0 – 6 in 2016. 

 At least 8.4% of the population of North Hastings self-identified as Indigenous (2011 NHS), which is 
3½ times the provincial average.  However, members of the Algonquin Nation have a tendency not 
to self-identify, so the proportion of the population who are Indigenous can be assumed to be 
higher.  Many families in Hastings County do not self-identify as Indigenous as a result of the 
ongoing erasure of Indigenous culture, due to the legacy of colonialism and the intergenerational 
internalized shame that accompanies this.  This issue was of great concern to members of Algonquin 
Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini, whose unceded traditional territory spreads across North 
Hastings and is concentrated in the Hastings Highlands area north of Bancroft.  Two local community 
leaders shared that “this is an important moment of reclaiming ourselves as Algonquins”.   

 Based on a combination of 2016 and 2011 self-identification data, the estimated number of 
Indigenous children 0 - 6 in North Hastings was 65 in 2016.  Most are Algonquin and Metis. 

 
Available child care and family programs and services 

 The only licensed child care in Maynooth is the before and after school program at the Maynooth 
Public School, which has 30 licensed spaces.  Licensed child care for children not yet enrolled in 
school is only available in Bancroft, which is almost 25 kilometres from Maynooth.  

 In Maynooth, there are 2 drop-in OEYC programs each week for pre-school children, and one 

program for school age children, all offered by North Hastings Children’s Services and Hastings 

Highlands Public Library.  These programs are primarily attended by non-Indigenous participants. 

 The Metis Nation of Ontario offers cultural teachings twice a month in the elementary schools in 
North Hastings.   

 A number of Algonquin families reported a complete lack of awareness of early years services 
available in the area, and very few families access what limited services do exist. They also spoke of 
feelings of mistrust with specialists and often felt judged both from outside and from inside the 
Algonquin community.   

 Some Indigenous families travel 25-50 minutes south to Bancroft to attend programs at North 
Hastings Children’s Services; however, this possibility is only available to families who have reliable 
transportation.   
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Gaps/needs affecting Indigenous children 

 Algonquin families in North Hastings have said that Indigenous culture for their community is very 
limited, and strongly feel that all their community members should be given opportunity to learn 
the culture and heritage that has been lost.  

 The Algonquin Nation has identified a crisis of lost cultural identity and language and is now 
diasporic, spread out over a large geography and waiting for the settlement of a land claim.  The 
Algonquin language is now endangered, and the resulting enormous loss of knowledge has greatly 
affected this generation and their children.  To have these restored and retaught would re-establish 
their roots in this region. 

 There are no current Algonquin-led child and family programs in the area, other than sporadic 
workshops for kindergarten students delivered by a local Algonquin Elder.  At the present time, 
there are also no family programs offered in Maynooth.   

 Indigenous people are more likely to have issues related to health and well-being than the Canadian 
population as a whole (e.g. King, Smith, & Gracey, 2009; Reading & Halseth, 2013). On average, 
Indigenous children experience higher infant mortality rates, lower immunization rates, poorer 
nutrition, and higher rates of chronic diseases compared to non-Indigenous children (UNICEF, 2009; 
Smylie & Adomako, 2009).  

 Community determinants of health impact the well-being of both Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people and include factors such as income, housing, education, and food security. In Hastings 
Highlands, 28.6% of children 0 – 6 lived in low income households, much higher than the provincial 
average of 18.4%.  In nearby Bancroft, 37.5% of young children live in low income households.  More 
than a quarter (25.1%) of households in North Hastings spend more than 30% of their income on 
housing.  Almost 20% of adults 25 – 64 in North Hastings have less than a high school education, 
almost twice as high as the Ontario average of 11%, and the post-secondary education is 
proportionately lower (54.6% compared to 64.8%).  Although food insecurity cannot be analyzed 
geographically specifically, the food insecurity rate in the Hastings Prince Edward Health Region is 
consistently among the highest in Ontario (11.5% compared to the Ontario average of 8.3%). 
(National Household Survey, 2011).  

 Research identifies additional factors that specifically impact the well-being of Indigenous people, 
including colonialism, racism, self-determination and cultural continuity (NAHO, 2007).  As the 
Algonquin spokespeople conveyed to us very passionately, the Algonquin people have almost lost 
their language, culture and traditional knowledge.  These gaps will affect their health and well-
being. 

 Although there is very little research on the mental health of First Nations children living off reserve, 
First Nations children living on-reserve aged 3 to 11 are reported to experience more emotional or 
behavioral problems during the previous six months than other boys and girls of the same age (First 
Nations Information Governance Centre [FNIGC], 2012).  At the community level, protective factors 
that can promote resiliency and decrease risk factors associated with poor mental health outcomes 
include knowledge of Indigenous language, Indigenous values, knowledges and cultural practices 
and presence of cultural facilities (NCCPH, 2017). 
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3) What are the desired outcomes for Indigenous children and families in this region 
with respect to child care and child and family programs?  Short term and long 
term goals? 

 The desired outcome is the establishment of an Algonquin Ontario Years Child and Family Centre 

with outreach to the geographically dispersed members of the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito 

Madaouskarini 

Short Term Goals 

 Key goals include: 

o Indigenous children  and families will have access to culturally responsive programming  

o An Algonquin Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centre will enrich capacities to share 

traditional culture and values 

o Algonquins will learn to be proud of their identity and their heritage  

o A child and family hub will promote a sense of belonging and well-being as Algonquins 

overcome inherited humiliation and start to feel that they have a place in the fabric of the 

community, where they can be active, healthy, contributing members 

o Parents and caregivers will have access to high quality Indigenous services that will support 

them in their role as their children’s first teachers, enhance their well-being and enrich their 

knowledge about early learning and development.  In particular, children and parents will 

both learn the Algonquin language, history and culture   

o Children will have access to play and inquiry-based learning opportunities and experience 

positive developmental health and well-being, in part by using natural and traditional 

materials 

o Children will learn to make their own toys and crafts and spend far less time in front of an 

electronic screen 

o The kitchenette that is part of the renovations to the classroom space at Maynooth Public 

School will provide access to preparation of traditional foods 

o Parents and caregivers will have opportunities to strengthen their relationships with their 

children.  Stephen Hunter, Negotiation Representative of the Algonquin Nation Kijicho 

Manito Madaouskarini, states “teachings in this program will build stronger families.” 

Long Term Goals 

o As families meet and get to know each other, a larger and more self-supportive Algonquin 

community will be created.  More and regular interactions with other Algonquin children 

and adults will provide the opportunity to absorb the culture naturally as they grow 

o This program will assist with better nutrition and healthy foods by teaching about plants and 

the abundance of food that can be gathered   

o Because the programs and services will be open to everyone and will have both social and 

educational components, the centre will provide a strong basis of understanding to children 

and their families that different cultures are to be embraced, thus bringing the community 

together  
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o Local service providers will collaborate and integrate services to meet community needs.  

Already, new partnerships between the Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini, 

Metis of Ontario, Hastings County, Hastings Highlands and Hastings Prince Edward District 

School Board have been forged and will continue   

o This program will make connections for Algonquin families through information and linkages 

to agencies such as Hastings Prince Edward Public Health (e.g. dental screening), Children’s 

Mental Health Services, Counselling Services of Belleville and District (e.g. infant 

development, autism services), Community Development Council of Quinte (e.g. Good Food 

market, Good Food Box, Good Baby Box) 

o  “Sharing circles will blossom into ideas and dreams and partnerships.  Talking circles that 

include both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people are very important in building 

friendships with the broader community, reconciliation and truth and a meaningful cultural 

history of this area.”  (Stephen Hunter, Negotiation Representative of the Algonquin Nation 

Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini) 

 

Figure 13  Crane. Unknown Algonquin artist. 
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4) Is there any other relevant information you would like us to know about child care 
and child and family programs in the local community? 

The Metis Nation of Ontario (MNO) has a satellite office in Bancroft (25 minutes from Maynooth) where 

they run Metis child and family support programs.  Partnering with this local branch of MNO is a possibility 

so that a multi-cultural dimension could be added to the programs and services that will be offered at the 

Algonquin OEYCFC in the Maynooth Public School. Hastings County is committed to growing this partnership 

in the future and supporting the assets that MNO brings to the communities around Bancroft. 

In addition, North Hastings Children’s Services (NHCS) is committed to coordinate and integrate their 

services with the Algonquin Child and Family Centre.  As the only current Ontario Early Years Centre and 

licensed child care provider in North Hastings, they are dedicated to a partnership that will result in 

strengthening the capacity to deliver quality services that are relevant and culturally appropriate.   With 

little to no Algonquin cultural programming available to children and families they are excited to be able to 

offer their experience and capacity to ensure this project is successful and is respectful of the purpose for 

truth and reconciliation. 

The principal of Maynooth Public School has incorporated Indigenous pedagogy into the school curriculum, 

building on assets in school.  These include: 

 Teaching the medicine wheel  

 Turning the garden outside into a medicine garden 

 Encouraging school circles, Indigenous stories and art 

 Teaching literacy and numeracy through traditional learning activities. 

 
 

5) What program impacts are important to Indigenous children and families?  How 
could these impacts on children, families and the community be measured?  (e.g. 
assessment of developmental health and well-being at school entry, number of 
children accessing programs in traditional languages)? 

 Because ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN is a new centre, with new programming, a pretest and post-test 
approach to measuring impact could be used.  Impacts that could be assessed could include: 

o Knowledge of traditional language 
o Understanding of cultural basics (e.g. medicine wheel, smudging) and  the principles underlying 

them 
o Knowledge of Algonquin history 

 Number of families and children accessing all programs 

 Assessment of children’s developmental health and well-being at school entry (in partnership with the 
Hastings Prince Edward District School Board and Hastings Prince Edward Public Health) 
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6) Please describe how all of the proposed program(s) address the needs and 
outcomes identified above, and align with the broader service system plan(s) in your 
region, existing government direction and priorities (e.g. Ontario Early Years Child 
and Family Centres, increased access to child care and services). 
 
The ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC aligns with the broader service system plans in Hastings County 

and with government priorities and directions.  This CMSM is committed to ensuring fair, just, and 

welcoming learning environments for all community members through the creation of opportunities and the 

removal of barriers that address historic and current disadvantages for marginalized families.   In particular, 

Hastings County has a goal to strengthen relationships with Indigenous partners and provide access to 

culturally relevant child and family programs for Algonquin, Metis, and Mohawk children and families.  Staff 

are currently working in partnership with Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini to develop this 

proposal for a brand new Algonquin-led OEYCFC in Maynooth, Ontario, which is the traditional unceded 

territory of the Algonquin Peoples.  This hub will celebrate Algonquin self-determination, emphasize 

Indigenous pedagogical approaches and practices for child development and family support, and rebuild 

intergenerational cultural continuity that is being lost in the area.    
 

ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN is a direct result of community feedback gathered during the Ontario Early 

Years Child and Family Centres planning process.  Indigenous identity is affirmed when Indigenous children 

and families have opportunities to learn and use traditional languages, participate in cultural ceremonies, 

and learn from Elders. Self-knowledge through the acquisition of language, spirituality and culture are key 

protective factors that support the individual’s social and emotional well-being.  Spokespeople of the 

Algonquin Nation have been the primary creators of the proposed program, and it is their knowledge of the 

needs of the community and the outcomes that they long for that have informed the plan. Short term goals 

will be met by the Algonquin-lead programs at the Maynooth hub; the outreach part of the proposal will 

enhance the long term goals. 
 

In the Planning Guidelines for Service System Managers for Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centres, the 

use of a schools-first approach was encouraged. The Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board will 

be applying for a Journey Together capital project (Memorandum 2016:B10) for a retrofit and/or an addition 

to Maynooth Public School for the use of the ALGONQUIN INÒDEWIZIWIN OEYCFC.   
 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada report called for the development of culturally 

appropriate early childhood education programs, and the Government of Ontario has embraced that 

recommendation.  The First Nations Regional Early Childhood Education and Employment Survey states that 

First Nations families, communities and programs transmit vital cultural knowledge, and that parents and 

communities are the main source of children’s cultural education.  This proposed program will support the 

role of parents as children’s first teachers of traditions and culture, enhance their well-being and enrich their 

knowledge (OEYCFC Planning Guidelines).   

 

Throughout the broader OEYCFC planning process, Hastings County has consulted with the planning 

committees responsible for developing the local Special Needs Strategy and Moving on Mental Health plans.  

As these regional priorities continue to advance, Hastings County will participate as an invested stakeholder 

to ensure that our OEYCFC plan develops in alignment with the provincial priorities.  The Service Manager is 

committed to ongoing and improved communication across integrated fields to ensure that community 
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planning processes focus on young children and families, and that continued cross-sectoral sharing of 

information, data, and successful engagement strategies occurs. 

 

7) Please describe how the proposed program(s) would increase access to services in 
your region. 

This program will provide opportunities for children and their families to access relevant, culturally 

sensitive programs and services and help to preserve the Algonquin language and culture.  Currently there 

are no Algonquin child and family programs available in Maynooth or surrounding areas.  This program will 

be a unique, multicultural hub.  Links to other community agencies will also increase access to other various 

services in this relatively remote rural area.   

The Program and Outreach Coordinator will be responsible for extensive outreach primarily to Indigenous 

and, to a lesser extent, non-Indigenous families living in the area, creating initial connection points for 

isolated families living in the small rural areas around Maynooth.    

This proposed program will open the door to many services in North Hastings.  As Stephen Hunter of the 

Algonquin Nation Kijicho Manito Madaouskarini states, “this project is an amazing opportunity to 

engage and share.  Once it can be seen, there will be more involvement, greater appreciation of 

Algonquin culture and an unstoppable wave of progress.”   
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